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was $35,000, and the claim was based upon the
fact that the warden was paid no salary, was
required by law to keep the convicts at work,
and made a profit by the employment of convict
labor. "Weaver opposed the refund, and gave
as his reasons that "the correct policy" was
"to tax incomes. All ought to be taxed over a
given amount. In this case the amount was
paid long years ago, and paid by an individual
who was receiving enormous profits as com-
pared with those employing free labor. I am
opposed to the whole convict-labor system, par-
ticularly to rewards for such labor; and this
would be nothing but a reward to a person
engaged in employing that class of labor over
and above his brother who employs free
labor. "1TO

In February he undertook to have the bill
for the organization of Oklahoma made a spe-
cial order and to have continuous consideration
of the measure from day to day until it was
finally disposed of. But in this effort he did
not succeed, no further action being taken dur-
ing the session.200

On the last day of the short session he op-
posed the acceptance of a donation of about six
hundred acres of land near Chicago for mili-
tary purposes. His reasons for opposition
were that "the original democratic features"
of American society seemed to be rapidly pass-